
NOCCA’S CREATIVE DNA
The New Orleans Center for Creative Arts’ Creative DNA are the elements of learning that operate across all 11 
arts departments.  They are:

• Technical grounding

• Respect for the artist, work and material

• Critique

• Development of professional attitudes

• Development of individual artistic voice

• Life skills and development of self

• Collaboration and ensemble work

• Development of attention/awareness

These dynamics are highly interconnected at NOCCA.  For instance, faculty stress that technical skills are es-

sential – but not sufficient – they must be balanced with life skills and the development of a student’s individual 

artistic voice.  

A seriousness of attitude and purpose also permeates NOCCA’s environment, stemming in large degree to a pro-

found sense of respect for the arts.  This includes a respect for all components of the arts:  the canon, the instru-

ment, the voice, the body, materials, craft, faculty/mentors, peers and visiting master artists.

Yet, the most essential and defining practice at NOCCA is critique.  Faculty and peers regularly critique student 

work to refine craft, teach constructive communication, strengthen meta-cognition and prepare students for the 

professional world.  Critique directs attention more deeply into technical grounding and individual aesthetic.  

As a result of NOCCA’s Creative DNA, the NOCCA experience is less about solely imparting a specific body of rote 

information and more about imparting an interconnected set of skills, knowledge, attitudes, capacity and ex-

panded perception.  Faculty at NOCCA are introducing students to a particular discipline with the serious assump-

tion that students will participate in that discipline in the future.   NOCCA does not follow a traditional education 

model as such, but rather an initiation model.  An initiation model is a powerful one – it forms the foundation for 

the seriousness and respect present in faculty/student and peer relationships, which in turn provides a sense of 

safety for all, extending the degree to which students can be pushed to both understand and produce their best 

work.


