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The New Orleans Center for Creative Arts Institute is the non-profit partner organization with NOCCA, Louisiana’s tuition-free arts conservatory for high school students. Our mission is to provide access to excellence 
in the arts for students, faculty and the community at large.
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DEAR FRIENDS

    ear Friends of NOCCA, 

We are thrilled to announce the start of construction of 
the NOCCA Forum and the Press Street Gardens, two of 
four new projects planned to transform Press Street into a 
creative and pedestrian corridor serving NOCCA as well 
as the community.

Our goal has been to strategically implement an expansion plan that meets 
NOCCA’s needs while also providing more opportunities for the public to 
experience NOCCA first-hand.

We are also excited that in the long-term, we will be providing more 
opportunities for NOCCA alumni to come home to lead these ventures as 
well as invent next-generation industries.

As NOCCA begins the celebration of its 40th birthday in 2014, we invite 
you to be a part of NOCCA’s expansion, sharing in the creative environment 
that inspires our young artists every day.

Sincerely,

Debbie Marx					     Sally Perry
President					     Executive Director

D
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The PRESS STREET GARDENS will feature:

•  Beds dedicated to native and culturally significant 
    Louisiana plants

•  Extensive vegetable and herb gardens

•  Cut flower garden

•  Espaliered fruit trees

•  Beds for science and humanities study

•  Greenhouse and garden retail

•  Shaded pergola for an outdoor classroom and events

•  Kumquat, cotton and herb-lined 
    fence, with vines of passion fruit, 
    grapes and kiwi on the interior

•  And a food truck called The Boxcar 
    to serve diners and support 
    garden operations

Rows of vividly colored vegetables and cut flowers crisscrossed 
by grass pathways.  A mouth-watering menu made with just-
picked herbs and produce served at The Boxcar, the on-site 
food truck. Beds for a thousand experiments in biology, 
physics, chemistry and environmental science.  All surrounded 
by a green fence covered in vining fruits and flowers.

Welcome to the Press Street Gardens, the newest addition 
to learning and mastery at NOCCA.  The garden is a half-
acre urban farm and outdoor lab designed to serve arts, 
academics and the community. 

For Academic Studio students studying the consequences of 
encounter in humanities, the gardens can demonstrate how 
the Mississippi basin’s abundant ecosystem and the farming 
practices of so many cultures collided in our port city.    They 
can learn how tomatoes of Mexican origin joined with the 
Native American practice of planting fish heads six inches 
below a plant produced the best possible fruit. Then in science 
classes they can discover the exact chemical processes involved.

For young chefs in the Culinary Arts program, the Press Street 
Gardens will provide produce, an appreciation for local food 
systems and rich experiences in cooking and menu design.

And for the community, Press Street Gardens will become 
a destination.  Fresh dining; school field trips; gardening 
workshops; seed exchanges; programs supporting healthy 
eating; and sales of produce, herbs, flowers and Culinary 
Arts-created products will make Press Street Gardens a new 
NOCCA experience for all to enjoy.

The Press Street Gardens are made possible by the Trafigura 
Foundation, blue moon fund, The Garden Study Club of 
New Orleans, Inc. and the Junior League of New Orleans.

INSTALLATION:  SEPTEMBER 2013

NOCCA’S 
CURRENT 
CAMPUS NOCCA FORUM

PLESSY PROJECT PRESS STREET 
GARDENS
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PRESS STREET EXPANSION

On the cover:   The Kings of Betrayal
by Davin Roberson, 
Visual Arts Level IV 

Mixed Media on Board

Below:  Eve’s Thrall
also by David Roberson
Mixed Media on Board
2013 NOCCA Institute 

Collection Purchase
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The NOCCA FORUM will feature:

•   Math/Science Labs
•   Math Science Fabrication Workshop
•   Project Room
•   Flexible Classrooms
•   Culinary Arts Kitchen, Bakery and Butchery
•   Great Hall
•   Cafeteria 
•   Café
•   Art Gallery

Young, creative and focused energy 
is about to fill one of the city’s oldest 
architectural structures.  Built in the 
1830’s as part of the historic Levee Steam 
Cotton Press, the sister warehouse to 
two on NOCCA’s current campus is 
becoming the NOCCA Forum.

A driving goal of the Forum is to 
meet the essential physical needs of 
NOCCA’s newest offerings: 9th - 
12th grade academics and Level I-IV 
Culinary Arts.

To truly succeed, though, the Forum 
must nourish the Academic Studio 
and Culinary Arts’ distinct ability 
to innovate and impact 21st century 
education.  

As in the arts, academic spaces will 
emphasize the active role of students in 
the learning process. Overall, studios 
are  designed to facilitate the cross-
discipline collaborations critical for 
connected and meaningful learning.

As also in the arts’ apprenticeship-
model, students will have the 
opportunity to train on industry-
standard equipment.  Math/Science 
will have a fabrication studio for hands-
on inquiry, robotics and engineering 

projects. Integrated Humanities will 
have a project lab to support students’ 
work presentations, be they 3-D sets or 
video.  Meanwhile,  other classrooms 
will be as flexible as possible, with the 
ability to adapt to the rapid changes 
that define our times.  

For Culinary Arts, professional training 
spaces such as a restaurant kitchen, 
butchery, bakery and café will enrich 
and intensify the curriculum.  The 
spaces will provide young chefs with 
the strongest possible foundation and 
real world experience to lead their own 
kitchens one day.

And with the café and art gallery open 
to the public, a Great Hall for events, 
labs for science workshops for regional 
students, a home for a teacher institute 
and space to offer adult culinary classes, 
everyone will be able to become part of 
NOCCA when the NOCCA Forum 
opens in August 2014.  

The NOCCA Forum is made possible to date 
by  Chevron, Trafigura Foundation,  Goldring 
and Woldenberg Family Foundations, 
Zemurray Foundation, Ella West Freeman 
Foundation, Emeril Lagasse Foundation, 
Selley Foundation, and the Ruth U. Fertel 
Foundation.

CONSTRUCTION:  SEPTEMBER 2013 

NOCCA forum



As the Academic Studio’s year-
end sciences and humanities 
projects symposium came to a 
close in May, every 9th and 10th 
grade student had something 
to celebrate. Each student 
had experienced remarkable 
double-digit growth in every 
subject on the ACT’s Explore 
and Plan Tests between August 
and March.  Moreover, the 
majority of 10th graders were 
scoring college-ready.  

Students also passed the four 
required End of Course Tests 
at a rate of 99%, with 89% 
scoring at the two highest 
levels.  These results are among 
the best in the state.  Most 
importantly, students who 
had entered the Academic Studio well below grade in reading, 
writing and math have caught up in just two years.

Test results, however, are not NOCCA’s goal: ultimately, 

we want students to develop 
the same passion for math, 
science, and the humanities 
that they have for the arts. We 
do not want to just meet state, 
national and international 
standards but to help each 
student reach his or her highest 
level of success as an artist and 
as an intellectual.

While year one presented 
challenges for students as they 
learned how to deeply analyze 
and constantly revise work 
to improve it, “I understand 
everything now,” says 10th 
grade student Princey Walker.  
“I find so many connections 
between humanities and my 
art, it’s crazy.  I feel like a 

genius when that happens.” “I’ve learned how to branch off 
from any subject and look at it from so many perspectives,” 
added Tori Borja. “The bar was set so high in the first year but 
we’re into the groove now.”  
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ACADEMIC STUDIO:  YEAR TWO

WALKING INTO INTEGRATED LEARNING

One day last fall, students arrived to a topographical map taped to the 
floor of the breezeway.  Their charge: to discover what the oblong-lined 
shapes meant using the measurement systems, geology, biology, scientific 
data collection and historical research skills they had been learning.  

Using observation, most students believed the marks to be footprints.  
But what more could they deduce?  They tried walking in the footsteps 
but found two modern day teenagers couldn’t walk together without 
bumping the other off course.  What did this say about the two beings 
that made the prints and their relationship? Moreover, what did the 
distance between the marks say about possible height and speed?  What 
did the depth say about the geology and environment?

At different stations, students measured their own foot length and gait 
when walking and running, used mathematical formulas to convert 
gait to height, then applied that knowledge to the graph markings.  
Their deduction:  the markings were made by one adult walking slowly 
with a child, demonstrating a caring relationship.  

Found in Tanzania in 1978 by anthropologist Mary Leaky, the Lateoli 
footprints became the center of a lesson across the fields of science, 
math and humanities, engaging students in the excitement of discovery.

The NOCCA Institute awarded over $150,000 in Term-Time and Summer Study Financial Aid in 2012-13.  Students 
receiving aid from the Institute graduated from NOCCA with almost $7 million in scholarship offers and aid to 
college (not including TOPS).   Support from foundations, corporations and individuals for this program opened 
the doors to exciting futures for many students, and we thank you.

“NOCCA and The NOCCA Institute have played a major role in making my 
high school years and my journey ahead successful.  Over the past four years, 
my various teachers, performance experiences and guest artist encounters at 
NOCCA have helped me set clear goals for the type of artist and individual 
I want to become.  Thanks to the Institute’s financial support, I had the privi-
lege of attending prestigious music summer programs:  Boston University’s 
Tanglewood Institute, Interlochen Summer Arts Camp, and this year The 
National Youth Orchestra of the United States of America.  I’m extremely 
grateful and all I can say is thank you , thank you, and thank you.

“With the help of The NOCCA Institute, I was able to attend a summer 
program at NYU Tisch that changed my life. The program provided unpar-
alleled training and growth for myself as a performer, and I continued on 
to being accepted into 13 BFA Acting programs across the country.  I am 
incredibly thankful to have had assistance from The NOCCA Institute, as I 
would not be where I am today without its support.

“I was always told that everything in life happens for a reason. My senior year 
will always be one to remember. I also remember saying that I wouldn’t have 
the money to follow my dreams.  The NOCCA Institute made it possible for 
me to attend our senior trip to Chicago where I auditioned for over 15 schools.  
Out of 15 schools, I was accepted into thirteen of them. I received a scholarship 
to attend Ithaca College in NY to study for a B.F.A in Acting adding up to over 
$216, 000 for four years.  Never give up on what you believe in, even if the 
price is high.  NOCCA has humbled me, and I will be forever grateful to the 
Institute, my instructors and the NOCCA community.”

Four years ago, I walked through the doors of NOCCA as a timid preteen, 
ready to “learn how to be an actress.”  Four years later, I walked out of those 
same doors a young woman, excited and filled with determination to take 
the next step in my journey.  Everything that happened in those four years, 
I owe to NOCCA and The NOCCA Institute.  As a student, NOCCA helped 
me grow in my art.  As a person, NOCCA opened my eyes. They taught 
me that I had a voice.  And that has made all the difference in the world.  
Without help from The NOCCA Institute, I would not have been able to 
attend Unified Auditions in Chicago.  I would not be heading off to study 
Directing at Webster University in the fall.  Without NOCCA as a whole, I 
would be half of the person that I am today.  I truly cannot express how glad 
I am that I walked through those doors four years ago.

ANGELIQUE MONTES
Classical Instrumental

NICHOLAS COSTELLO
Musical Theatre

$253,032 earned in college scholarships
Attending Oberlin Conservatory of Music

$938,744 earned in college scholarships 
Attending Southern Methodist University

$275,000 earned in college scholarships
Attending Ithaca College

$262,095 earned in college scholarships
Attending Webster University

ANNIE JEFFERSON
Drama

MELAINA RICKS
Drama

2013 END OF COURSE TEST RESULTS
% OF STUDENTS PASSING AT LEVELS OF EXCELLENT/GOOD

     NOCCA ACADEMIC STUDIO                                                              88%

    NOCCA ACADEMIC STUDIO                                                         83%

     NOCCA ACADEMIC STUDIO                                                                   94%

    NOCCA ACADEMIC STUDIO                                                                   92%

    ORLEANS PARISH                                                 66%

    ORLEANS PARISH                                         60%

    ORLEANS PARISH                                                                                 85%

    ORLEANS PARISH                                            63%

    STATE OF LOUISIANA                        55%

    STATE OF LOUISIANA            48%

    STATE OF LOUISIANA                                                      75%

ALGEBRA I

    STATE OF LOUISIANA                       55%

BIOLOGY

ENGLISH II

GEOMETRY



TERENCE BLANCHARD
GRAMMY Award-winning 
trumpeter and composer, 
Artistic Director of Jazz for 
Mancini Institute at University 
of Miami Frost School of Music, 
NOCCA alumnus

“The thing about finding 
yourself as an artist is that 
at some point, you have 
to make a commitment,” 
alumnus and award-winning 
trumpeter and composer 

Terence Blanchard told Music and Media Arts students in a 
composition workshop.  Terence, who has released more than 
20 albums and composed for 45 films, has also just premiered 
his first opera, Champion, about the life of boxer Emile Griffith 
commissioned by the Opera Theatre St. Louis.

To begin to grasp compositional techniques, Terence led students 
in a specific exercise to help them see the infinite ways to create 
a musical theme, understanding all the while that “the music 
has to grow.  If it stays the same, the audience gets bored. If 
something’s not working, you have to put yourself into finding 
out why.”  

“The hardest thing to do is to write something that is meaningful.  
You have to be brave enough to do this.  And you have to make 
a connection between who you are as a person, letting this guide 
you as an artist.”  Terence voiced what he knew students were 
thinking:  “Am I good enough?  Does what I do matter? Do you 
know how many times I, Wynton, or Branford were called corny 
because we couldn’t wait to get to NOCCA.  If I had followed 
those people, I wouldn’t be doing anything that I’m doing now.  
You can’t see your career now, but have your own passion.  
When you walk down that path, you will become a leader.”

WYNTON MARSALIS
Artistic Director, Jazz at Lincoln Center, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
composer and trumpeter, NOCCA alumnus

“My father was always saying — learn about classical 
music and Louis Armstrong.  But when I was young, 
I equated jazz with a gig that no one was at,” Wynton 
expressed in a master class  centered on the two genres.  
Then, as Wynton explained, he started listening to 
classical music, including Beethoven’s 5th Symphony.  
“Someone wrote this in 1802!  This dude was bad.”

Over the course of an hour, Wynton delved into his 
development as a classical musician, the backstory to 
his early recordings and the decision he made to focus 

on jazz.  “I quit classical music because I realized I couldn’t be really good at both classical and jazz.  Classical 
music, however, is an unbelievable body of music.  I still study its orchestration and coach it.”  

The lecture turned to critique of upper-level Jazz students’ performance of Charlie Parker’s Billie’s Bounce and 
cellist Angelique Montes’ performance of Bach’s Cello Suites No. 3 Prelude – but returned to what performing and 
creating music will require of these young artists.  In the Bach piece, “there is a depth of thought, concentration 
and sacrifice,” Wynton explained.  “This is profound music that has stayed with us.”  He turned to Angelique and 
asked with a smile, “Did you notice how your playing changed the feeling in the room? When a person can touch an 
audience in that way, that is profound. If you want to be good bad enough, you will practice,” Wynton told students 
forthright.  “The world needs more musicians.  But it has to be a choice, because this is too difficult to be forced. “
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BRANDAN ODUMS, BREEZE MARCUS AND DOUGLAS MILES
Filmmaker and artists

“My camera has taken me everywhere,” Brandan Bmike Odums told students as he described his 
journey since graduating from NOCCA in 2003.  That includes travels to San Carlos, AZ where he 
made a film about Native American artist Douglas Miles, an Apache-Akimel O’odham painter and 
printmaker.  Miles and painter Breeze Marcus, a member of the Tohono O’odham Nation, came to 
New Orleans to paint several murals as part of the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival.  Brandan, 
co-founder of 2-Cent Entertainment, invited his fellow artists to NOCCA for a deeply thoughtful 
master class with students.  Breeze and Douglas shared their experiences and stories as members of 
Native American tribes as part of the process to help students grappling with the essential question 
Brandan posed for himself back in 2003: “I was trained how to create, but now what do I create?”  
“Your voice is extremely important.  Your voice is about the past, present and future,” Douglas offered 
students.  “The voice comes from doing things.  It is already there.  Experience builds confidence, 
and confidence allows you to dig inside to find the voice.  Just do you.  You are your art.”

PHILLIP LOPATE
Essayist, poet, teacher
“There has got to be a 
place for introspection 
in writing.  It is hard 
to be a good writer 
without knowing 
yourself.”

KEN BURNS
Documentary Filmmaker
“There is more discov-
ery and growth from 
failure than success.  
My profound wish for 
all of you is that you 
can say ‘I have the best 
job in the world.’”

DELFEAYO 
MARSALIS
Trombonist, producer
“You are leading 
the audience on an 
emotional journey.  
You have to listen to 
the totality of the 
music.”

DIANA WERTS
Abstract artist
“Do you feel safer using 
black or white to add 
structure?” Werts asks 
a student as she thinks 
about both formal issues 
of composition and 
freedom.

ELLIS MARSALIS
Jazz pianist, educator
“When I started, I decided I was going to play 
as good as I could, even if there were only 
two people in the audience.  I later realized 
that this was a way of instilling discipline and 
integrity in what you were doing.”

COLBY FOYTIK, BRAD WEINSTOCK, 
JASON KAPPUS  Jersey Boys 
“Is the dream all it’s cracked up to be?” a 
Musical Theatre student asked Jersey Boys’  
lead actors.  “The dream,” said Foytik, “is 
doing good work wherever you are.”

CRAIG BLACK
Aspen Santa Fe Ballet
“If you take class as if you are performing 
already, there is no transition when you do.”

MARGARET BRAUN
Cake designer



Say it ain’t so
Long-time Drama 

faculty member and 
award-winning actress 

Janet Shea retired from 
NOCCA after nearly 

two decades of training 
young actors.    Luckily 

for us, she returns in the 
fall to direct  Tartuffe .

Terence Blanchard and  Robin Burgess 
Endowment for Jazz Studies at NOCCA

Also during the Superbowl, the NFL 
Players Association with the Professional 

Athletes Foundation (PAF) contributed 
a donation to NOCCA in the name of 

alumnus Terence Blanchard and  his wife 
Robin Burgess (left with  the NFLPLA’s Andre 

Collins, NOCCA President and CEO Kyle 
Wedberg and Jazz Chair Michael Pellera.

Taste of the NFL
NOCCA Culinary 
Arts students worked 
backstage with master 
chefs representing the 
30 NFL cities during 
the Super Bowl in New 
Orleans, benefiting 
Second Harvest and 
other food banks.

“You always hear that the 
real world awaits when you 
get out of school,” Academy 
Award-nominated direc-
tor Behn Zeitlin opened in 
his remarks at this year’s 
Celebration ceremony for 
2013 NOCCA graduates.  
The 30-year-old filmmak-
er (Beasts of the Southern 
Wild), composer and ani-
mator, offered students 
succinct advice:  “So many 

people want to be artists, so work hard.  Be nice to your par-
ents – you may have to crash on their couch. Don’t be afraid 
to not have money if you are following your dreams.  And 
these years at NOCCA: these were the real world.” 

NBC News brought Education Nation On-The-Road to New Orleans 
in April, partnering with its local affiliate WDSU to ignite further 
dialogue on improving student outcomes in Louisiana and the nation.  

NOCCA was honored to be the host for the three day event.

¬  ¬  ¬  

Students won awards this year in the following prestigious national 
and regional competitions:

¬   4 students were recognized by the National Arts Recognition and 
Talent Search.

¬   4 seniors were recognized by the National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Competition as Finalists, 2 as Semi-Finalists, and 2 were 
named Commended Students.

¬   3 seniors were recognized by the National Achievement 
Scholarship Program.

¬   14 students in Creative Writing, Visual Arts and Media Arts 
received national honors and Gold Key recognition in the Scholastic 
Arts and Writing Competition.

¬   Jazz student Miles Berry  was selected to the Thelonius Monk 
National Performing Arts High School All-Star Septet.

¬   Vocal students Garri Paul and Whitney Campbell placed sec-
ond and third respectively in the women’s high school division of 
the National Association of Teachers of Singing Southern Region 
Auditions.  Victor Paz tied for first place in the men’s high school divi-
sion.

¬   6 NOCCA students were selected valedictorian or salutatorian at 
their sending schools.

¬  ¬  ¬  

2013 SENIOR AWARDS
The Helen A. Mervis Award for artistic and academic achievement and 
community service was awarded to Melaina Ricks.

The Lisa Marie Catalanello Memorial Scholarship for visual arts achieve-
ment and generosity of spirit was awarded to Davin Roberson.

The Daniel Price Memorial Scholarship for Aspiring Young Artists was 
awarded to Jeffrey Nguyen.

Ellen H. Golodner M.D. Jelly Roll to Jam Scholarship in Jazz was awarded 
to Miles Berry.

Seth Daniel P. Memorial Award for multi-disciplinary artistic accom-
plishment was awarded to Sydney Fortune.

Emeril Lagasse Foundation Scholarship for achievement in Culinary Arts 
was awarded to Jessica Hartman.

ASCAP Foundation Louis Prima Award presented by Mrs. Gia Prima was 
awarded to Miles Berry.

Hurst Recordings Award for Outstanding Accomplishment in Audio 
Production was awarded to Emmanuel Chastain.

Terri A. Bartlett Memorial Scholarship was awarded to Drama student 
Melaina Ricks.

Wendell Pierce Scholarship was awarded to Drama student Rickey 
Allen Watson Jr.

New Orleans Rotary Club Scholarship was awarded to Nicole 
Anderson and Annie Jefferson.

Mickey Gil Satyricon Award in Musical Theatre was awarded to Sarah 
Clingenpeel.

Broadway @ NOCCA Scholarship in Musical Theatre was awarded to 
Linsey Shubert.

John August Otte Memorial Award in Visual Arts was awarded to 
Harrison Dorsey.

Ingram Lee Foundation Scholarship in Culinary Arts was awarded to 
Alexandra Stadler.

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE AWARDS
Lee and Kathy Randall Award in Creative Writing – Ruth Landry
Madalyn and Robert Schenk Award in Culinary Arts – Anna Gowin
Milly and George Denegre Award in Dance – Malerie Dempster
Helen Hill Memorial Award in Media Arts – Lauren Armantrout
Make It Funky! Award in Jazz – Hunter Burgamy
Glennadora & James H. Perry Award in Vocal Music – Elizabeth 
Ellinghausen
Moses Hogan Award in Classical Instrumental in honor of Willa Slater 
 –  Angelique Montes
Freda M. Lupin Award in Musical Theatre – Elizabeth Carson
Kuumba-Keener Award in Drama – Rickey Allen Watson Jr.
Outstanding Graduate Award in Theatre Design – Caroline Barham
The NOCCA Institute Collection Award (Visual Arts Purchase) 
– Davin Roberson and Brook Ann Bourgeois

Jackson Hill
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Classical Instrumental Level IV student, Angelique Montes, was selected to the National 
Youth Orchestra of the United States of America by Carnegie Hall and the Weill Music 
Institute.  Following a residency at Purchase College, the 120-member orchestra embarked 
on a cultural exchange and tour to Washington, D.C., London, St. Petersburg and Moscow, 
in performance  with maestro Valery Gergiev and violin soloist Joshua Bell.  (Left, Wynton 
Marsalis remarking on a just completed performance by Angelique Montes.)

¬  ¬  ¬  

¬  ¬  ¬  



DANCE & MUSIC 13

The NOCCA Institute is honored to recognize the following support, memorials and gifts for 2012-13.  We apologize for any errors or omissions.

GENERAL SUPPORT
Louisiana Division of the Arts
Surdna Foundation
Pro Bono Publico Foundation
M. W. Murphy Foundation
Tom Wood Enterprises, LLC
Keller Family Foundation
Chouest Foundation
R. A. Industries, LLC, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Follman
Regis Corporation
Cahn Family Foundation
Southern Eagle Sales & Services

FINANCIAL AID
Trafigura Foundation
Daniel Price Memorial Fund for Aspiring Artists
Microsoft Convergence
Schon Charitable Foundation
GPOA Foundation
Emeril Lagasse Foundation
Chevron
The James Clark Family Fund
Ruth U. Fertel Foundation
Mr. Brett Berry, Heart Exercise Education Therapy
Higher Ground Foundation
Capital One
Jones Family Foundation
Kavanagh Family Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Germer
Dr. Ellen Golodner
Melinda Sothern, Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Schwarz
Loving Family Fund
Gregory Morey
Claudia Nethery
Van Der Linden Family Foundation

ARTISTS-IN-RESIDENCE
Surdna Foundation
Helis Foundation
New Orleans Theatre Association
Melinda Sothern, Ph.D.
Kavanagh Family Foundation
Higher Ground Foundation
International House of Blues Foundation

DEPARTMENT SUPPORT
Surdna Foundation
Gustaf Westfeldt McIlhenny Foundation
Higher Ground Foundation
New Orleans Wine & Food Experience
Zeitoun Foundation
Carmel’s Dance Wear
Norton L. Berman
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip D’Arcangelo Jr.
Emeril’s Homebase
Piccadilly Restaurants, LLC
New Orleans Rotary Fund, Inc.
Terence and Robin Blanchard Endowment 

CAPITAL EXPANSION
Chevron
Trafigura Foundation
Zemurray Foundation
Ella West Freeman Foundation
Selley Foundation
Goldring Family Foundation
Woldenberg Family Foundation
Ruth U. Fertel Foundation

ACADEMIC STUDIO
Chevron
Coypu Foundation
Anonymous
Ms. Joyce Schenewerk

PRESS STREET GARDENS
Trafigura Foundation
blue moon fund
New Orleans Garden Study Club
Junior League of New Orleans, Inc.

CENTER STAGE
New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival & Fdtn. Inc.
South Arts

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Contemporary Arts Center
Crescent City Peace Alliance
Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra
New Orleans Ballet Association
New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival and 
   Foundation, Inc.
Plessy & Ferguson Foundation
Students at the Center
WWOZ

HONORIA
In memory of Molly Reily
    Mr. Peter Rogers
    Mr. and Mrs. James Monroe

In memory of Amy Louise Palmer
    Ring Power Corporation
    Sanderson Farms, Inc.
    Mr. and Mrs. Ehney A. Camp
    Mr. and Mrs. Joe Griffin
    Mr. Joseph Jaeger, Jr.
    Chrestia and Staub, Inc.

In memory of John August Otte
     Marsha S. Otte, Clay Otte and Sandra Otte
        Berryman
    Southeastern Louisiana University
    Blind Ambition Management, Ltd.
    Mrs. Janet Gisleson
    Mr. and Mrs. James Bradshaw
    Mr. and Mrs. James Yockey
 
In memory of Deedy Finney
    Dr. and Mrs. Tim Finney

In memory of Jack Sassone
    Mrs. Edith Sassone, Alpha Pharmaceutical LLC

In memory of Steven Latter
     Lisa A. Singer and Rob Sanders

In memory of John Brotherton
    Mr. and Mrs. Jack Schuler
    Mr. and Mrs. W. Thomas Wackeen
    Mr. and Mrs. Martin Brotherton
    Ms. Janet Brotherton
    Ms. Marcella Brotherton
    Mr. and Mrs. Nevin Bryan
    Mr. and Mrs. James Cathcart
    Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Coffman
    Mr. Stephen Feller
    Mr. and Mrs. Charles Knebels
    Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Laviano
    Ms. Dorothy Loft
    Mr. and Mrs. Randy Prange
    Ms. Elaine Schmitt and Mr. Fred Jette
    Bank of America Matching Gift Program

In memory of Mr. Louis A. Cottrell, Jr.
    Ms. Susan Chevalier

In memory of Mrs. Patricia Fraiche Marinello
    Patrick Dunne, Lucullus, Inc.
 
In memory of Mrs. Arthur Fort
    Patrick Dunne, Lucullus, Inc.

In honor of Timothy Slater
    Mr. and Mrs. Jack C. Benjamin, Sr.
    Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Epstein, Jr.
    Ms. Betty D. Heller
    Ms. Betty Burge Menell
    Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. Meyer
    Dr. and Mrs. Bert Myers
    Mr. and Mrs. Sidney C. Pulitzer
    Mr. and Mrs. John Rosen
    Ms. Beth Rosenthal
    Mr. and Mrs. Stephen L. Sontheimer
    Dr. and Mrs. George G. Sterne
    Ms. Sally Weintraub
    Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Wolf
    
In honor of John Casbon
    Millie Armstrong

In honor of Leslie Stokes
    Mr. and Mrs. David Stokes

In honor of Deborah Amann
    Van Der Linden Family Foundation

In honor of Allison and Ben Tiller
    Roger H. Ogden

In honor of Kathy and Lee Randall
    Mr. Fred Poitevent

THANK YOU

Jackson Hill

Jackson Hill



With gratitude, we acknowledge our Friends’ support and dedication to educational and artistic excellence.  (Donors at the $100 level and above 
as of June 30, 2013.)  We apologize for any errors or omissions.

Jackson Hill

$2,500 +
Anne and Paul Candies
Milly and George Denegre, Jr.
Edward C. Mathes
Pamela and Warner Williams

$1,000 +
Arthur B. Monroe Family Fund
Ellen and Mac Ball
Baptist Community Ministries
Stephanie and David Barksdale
Andrea Bollinger
R. Carey Bond
Lynne Burkart
Cahn Family Foundation
Mary Clare and Daniel Conwill IV
Penny and James Coulter
Gloria and John A. Frazee
Chip and Nolan Grant
Deborah Graves
Charles D. Hadley
Kabacoff Family Foundation
Wilfred M. Kullman, Jr.
Elaine Mintz
Moffett Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Biff Motley
Kathy and Steve F. Price, Jr.
Kathy and Lee W. Randall
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Richard III
Caroline and Andre Robert
Mr. and Mrs. James Roddy
Madalyn and Robert Schenk
Milton Seiler and Marshall Lee
Melinda Sothern, Ph.D.
Paul Varisco, Jr.
Nicole Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Young

$500 +
Marion N. Amber
Troy Andrews
Charles Bourque
Gerrie and Tom Bremerman
Kelly and James A. Brown
Kia and Christian Brown
Rene and Paul Bullington
Burkedale Foundation
Candace Chase and Richard Levich
Orlin and Shirley Trusty Corey
Dr. and Mrs. Quentin Falgoust
Nan and Britt Galloway
Claire and Derby Gisclair
JoAnn F. Greenberg
Charles D. Hadley
Patricia and Conrad Ingold
Melissa Levine
Estee and David Little
Terrence Lockett
Michael J. Mestayer, PLC
Marie and James Monroe
Gregory Morey
Julianna L. Olson
Charles Preston and Lisa Leonard

Madeline and Christopher Price
Joyce Schenewerk
Ann Schmuelling
Denis McDonald
Lisa A. Singer and  Rob Sanders
Gary Solomon, Jr. 
Nancy and David Stokes
Charles Teamer, Sr.
Shirelle and Joel Vilmenay
Dr. and Mrs. William L. Wells
Mary K. Zervigon

$250 +
Lee Adler and Robert Marks
Adrienne and Jay Altman
Gregory Andrews
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bonavita
Karen Bourgeois
Timothy Bright
Sheryl Brown
Arthur A Crais, Jr.
Allan B. Colley
Karen and Ollie Edmunds
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Farizo
Julie Fishelson
Patricia and Mark Fullmer
Franklin L. Gagnard
Kim Glazer
Rachel Graham
GW Fins
Heather Harllee
Michelle Hoy
Ashley and Michael Kirschman
Donna and Russell Klein
Lee Ledbetter & Associates, APC
Renee and Rusty Levy
Mr.and Mrs. John Mason
Barbara and Donald A. Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Louis J. Normand, Jr.
Arlene and Ronald Poticha
Polly and Ed Renwick
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Ricchiuti
Dr. Charles and Julia Sanders 
Shlenker Family Foundation
Debra Shriver
Jane and Billy Sizeler
Willa and Timothy Slater
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Sotak
The Lions Inn
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Usdin
Barbara and Hugo C. Wedemeyer
Claire Whitehurst

$100 +
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Alexander III
Elaine Alleman
Charlotte Arnold
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Bacon
Mr. and Mrs. N. Buckner Barkley, Jr.
Tenley Barnes
Dr. Judith Barnes-Cochran
Marjory and Jeff Bauml

Ron Bechet
Henry Bernstein
Richard Blair
Charlotte Bollinger
Jessica and Deryle Bourgeois
Anne and Donald Bradburn
Manny and Pepper Bright
Fay and Phelan Bright
Judith Cohn Britt
Harold Burns
Mrs. Sidney Carruth
Hartley Casbon
Carolyn and Ernest G. Chachere
Cheryl and Pierre Champagne
Dr. and Mrs. Edward S. Connolly
Sam Corenswet, Jr.
Mr.and Mrs. Randall Craver
George Dansker
Lynn Dicharry
Steven Dorand
Jean and Edward C. Dragon
George B. Dunbar and Louisette 
  Brown
Lin Emery
William A. Fagaly
Sybil and Blair Favrot
Larry Ferguson
Anne Fitzhugh
Paula Fontana
Rosemarie Fowler
Norma L. Freiberg
Denise and Bruce Germer
Joshua Giffin
Janet Gillespie
Winifred Green
Jane Stickney Gwyn
Joan P. Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Harris
Peggy and Ron Hebert
Karen Heller
Lisa and Michael Herman
Mr. and Mrs. Harley B. Howcott, Jr.
Nanette Hyatt
Brian A. Jackson
Marlene and Bernie Jaffe
Travis Johnson
Byron and Susan Mintz Kantrow
Robin Kaplan
Carole and Morton Katz
Nancy King
Kirschman Realty, LLC
Jane Kohlmann
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Kohlmeyer, Jr.
Jerry Kubnick
Stephanie and John La Martina
Fred Lawson
Maria  Ledet
Ellen Lee
Melissa Levine
Saundra Levy
Maurya and John Lovett
Pamela and Ralph Lupin
Benjamin Maddocks
Suzanne and Joel Mague
Helen J. Malin
Debbie and Steve Marx

Maurer/Hunnewell, LLC
Mindy and Mark Mayer
Beth and Robert Mazur
Mindy and David McCelvey
Monique and Bob McCleskey
Sylvia and David McComb
Sherri McConnell
A. K. Menard
Linda Logan Monroe
Michelle Bacon Moore
Sibyl Vicki Morgan
Janet Murry
Judith S. Newman
Roger H. Ogden
Drs. Joy and Howard Osofsky
Glennadora Perry
Sally Perry
Fred Poitevent
Peter Priola
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney C. Pulitzer
Sandra and Arthur Pulitzer
Robert Ramey
Carol McMichael Reese Ph.D.
Nicole Miller Regan
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Rhodes
Dr. and Mrs. Irving Rosen
Mr. and Mrs. John Rosen
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Rouen
Dr. C. Drew Sanders
Edith Sassone
Mr. and Mrs. Kern Schafer
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Schiro
Elaine and Bill Schwartz
Betty-Carol Sellen
Caroline Senter
William Shannon
Leona Z. Shlosman
Erlen Patricia Skelly
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Smither
Stephen L. and Caroline W. 
  Sontheimer Fund
Leslie and Harold Stokes
Ebie and Berney Strauss
Anne R. Sutherlin
Patricia Tabor
Dr. Nia Terezakis
Donna and Will Tregre II
Lizbeth Turner 
Hugh Uhalt
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Uhl
Debbie Vivien
Rebecca and Michael Vizard
Yvonne Vonderhaar
Beverly and Lester Wainer
Michael Wallace
Matthew Weaver
Dr. Dan Webre
Michelle and Kyle Wedberg
Sharon and Robert Weilbaecher
Mrs. Joel W. Weinstock
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel K. Winstead
Yolanda and Ed Winter
Elizabeth and Stanley Womack
Lele and Brent Wood
Zande Newman Design
Michael Zarou
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TITLE SPONSOR
THE LUPIN FOUNDATION

PATRON PARTY 
SPONSOR
IBERIABANK

EVENT DESIGN 
SPONSOR
Solomon Group

AUCTION SPONSOR
Arlene & Joseph 
Meraux Charitable 
Foundation

STAGE SPONSOR
The Patrick Family 
Foundation

EXECUTIVE 
PRODUCER
Otto Candies, LLC
Peoples Health 
David Schulingkamp

TOP BILLING
Anne E. Raymond
Joyce Schenewerk
Martha & Gary    
  Solomon and Gary 
  Solomon Jr.

STARRING ROLES
Marion & Pepper Bright
Chevron
Hurwitz Mintz
The MCC Group
Phelps Dunbar LLP
Allison & Ben Tiller
Westbank Rotary Club

SHOW STOPPERS
Baptist Community 
   Ministries
Ann & John Casbon
Entergy New Orleans, Inc.
Greg Morey & Scott 
    James
Regions Bank
Joey & Enola Richard
Mit Seiler & Marshall Lee
Whitney Bank

CHORUS LINE
Adams & Reese
Bruno & Bruno
Lynne Burkart
Chevron
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Conwill IV
Brian Dassler
Milly & George Denegre
Dwyer, Cambre & Suffern
Nan & Britt Galloway
Denise & Bruce Germer
Ana & Juan Gershanik
JoAnn Greenberg
Home Bank
Kabacoff Family Foundation
George Kantor
The Kirschman Family
Susan Krohn
Renee & Rusty Levy
Major Services Inc.
Debbie & Steve Marx
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Normand Jr. 
Niki & David Rubenstein
Lisa Singer & Rob Sanders
University of New Orleans
Shirelle & Joel Vilmenay
John C. Williams Architects

The NOCCA Institute gratefully acknowledges the sponsors, patrons and guests of 
this year’s Art & Soul Gala, with special thanks to co- chairs Greg Morey and Hartley 
Casbon! Performers included the NOCCA Alumni All-Stars, Alexis and the Samurai, 
NOCCA faculty Jee Yeoun Ko and Michael Pellera, and students from Classical, Jazz, 
Musical Theatre, and Vocal Music departments.  Culinary Arts students provided the 
hors d’oeuvres for the Patron Party, followed by catering from the Hilton New Orleans 
Riverside, specialty drinks by Plum Street SnoBalls, and spirits by Bill Goldring.  This 
year’s auction went digital thanks to AuctionsByCellular, allowing guests to bid on their 
cell phones from anywhere on campus!  The evening closed with a virtual walkthrough 
of NOCCA’s campus expansion.  The digital presentation, lighting and décor was 
created by Solomon Group.  We are honored to recognize their support and sponsors 
at the $900 level and above.

VISUAL & CULINARY ARTS 17ART AND SOUL GALA 2013

Designated Student Awards
Daniel Price Memorial Fund for Aspiring 
   Artists
Dr. Ellen Golodner
Emeril Lagasse Foundation
Christoph Andersson, Whitney Stewart
   & Hans Andersson
Lisa Marie Catalanello Memorial Fund
ASCAP Foundation/Mrs. Gia Prima
Denise Germer
John A. Otte Memorial Fund
Wendell Pierce
Ingram Lee Foundation
Milly & George Denegre, Jr.
Freda M. Lupin Memorial Fund
Make It Funky! Film Producers
Seth Daniel P. Memorial Fund
Sally Perry
Kathy & Lee Randall
Madalyn & Robert Schenk
Moses Hogan Award in Classical Music 
   in honor of Willa Slater

Daniel Price Memorial Scholarship Fund
N. Nilas Young, MD
Crescent Bank & Trust
Dr. Andrew Orestano
Mr. Daniel Weidner

Lisa Marie Catalanello Scholarship Fund
Michael Catalanello & Vantanee Sangpu
Blair Floyd Giffin
Donna Giffin
Ransford Richardson
Mr. & Mrs. J. Vernon Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Spain

Seth Daniel P. Memorial Scholarship
Arlene & Ron Poticha

President Honors
Michelle & Kyle Wedberg

Dish That Makes A Difference
Participating Restaurants:
Bacchanal Fine Wine and Spirits
Barcadia Bar and Grill
Bayona
Brigtsen’s Restaurant
Eat New Orleans
Emeril’s Delmonico
Emeril’s New Orleans
Grand Isle
Louisiana Pizza Kitchen Uptown
Mahony’s Po-Boy Shop
Maurepas Foods
NOLA Restaurant
Red Fish Grill
Taceaux Loceaux
Vacherie
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SHE
Brianna Breaux, Creative Writing, Level II

Assume the gulf’s wide mouth, a sharp outcrop
of rock licked with sea-slicked lichen.  Assume:
alone, dawn.  I beat my bones on the sand
and run, tight-skinned, not she but all body

and all outside, all hoping animal.
A mile out, I swim out to the rocks and out 
stretch across the water, stretch out and sun
salute.  From the jetty just opposite

a youngish fisherman also alone
in his body’s sunrise sees and wades waist

deep to ask for bait.  Closer, we each see 
clearly: he almost all bird, arms held up

to still smoke in the high tide, I answer.
Assume damp flannel, conscious skintight cling:
none and sorry, and assume, saying so
tamely, she.

TECHNICAL REFLUX
Tyler Despenza, Creative Writing, Level III

highsound talisman
sing us the horn how
the soul threads,
how it hums the doubletounged
pith of it

||: oh mercy, mercy:||

pragmatic as a horsefly
too blue to be beguiling
watered mouth when the watermelon split

NOCCA’s first classes launched in January 1974, with its first graduation 
ceremony taking place in May 1975.  To mark the occasion, from January 
2014 through May 2015, we’ll host events large and small acknowledging the 
many contributions that NOCCA and its alumni have made to the city, the 
state, the nation, and the world. We’ll announce a full slate of activities soon, 
but in the meantime, there are plenty of ways for you to become involved:

          ∫   Join our list of volunteers who’ll help make these events happen.

         ∫   Sponsor an event.

         ∫   If you’re an alum, we need your contact information.

        ∫  And join our mailing list to receive updates on all events.

        Just go to NOCCAInstitute.com to sign on.

Name (as you would like it to appear in print)______________________________________________________________________Date __________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (h) ______________________________________Phone (w) ______________________________________Email ________________________________________

Please   ______   Find my check enclosed in the amount of $ _________________

              ______   Charge my   _____  Visa      _____  MasterCard     _____  American Express    in the amount of $ ____________________
 
	                Card Number _______________________________________   Expiration Date ______________________________ 

                                    Signature _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                 
               ______   Call me with further information on the programs marked above.

Mail to:  The NOCCA Institute, 2800 Chartres Street, New Orleans LA  70117, or fax to 504.940.2870.  
For further information, call 504.940.2900, or visit our website at www.NOCCAInstitute.com.

�

We welcome your support and thank you for helping our 
region’s young people accomplish so much.

∫  YES, I would like to be a Friend of NOCCA at the level of:  
       ____ $50 ____$100 ____$250 ____$500 _______Other

or 

∫  YES, I would like to support the following program (s) as 
checked in the amount of $ ____________________
     _____  NOCCA Forum Renovation
     _____  Academic Studio
     _____  Financial Aid
     _____  Artists-in-Residence 
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Believe it or not, 
NOCCA is about to 
make the big 4-0! 
See page 19 to join in the 
celebration!

$14,500,000
in college scholarships earned 

by NOCCA graduates in 2013,
a $115,000 per student average

With special thanks for 
program and expansion 
leadership to

Chevron

Trafigura 
Foundation

ZEMURRAY
FOUNDATION

blue moon fund

Ella West Freeman 
Foundation

Goldring and 
Woldenberg 
Family 
Foundations

Surdna Foundation

For more information on auditions and 
applying to NOCCA, go to NOCCA.com.

Brian Lanker for 
Life Magazine (1992)


